Academic output, typically measured according to the number of articles published, is insufficient in low and lower middle income countries (LLMICs). As the global standards required for clinical trials have become progressively stricter year by year, the odds that an article from an LLMIC will be accepted in a high-impact indexed journal have decreased. A substantial proportion of LLMICs struggle with severe limitations in research infrastructure and funding. Declining numbers of academic publications and ignorance of global debate regarding the progress of medicine may limit the availability of evidence-based information that could help solve specific nations' health problems.
The lower proportion of articles from LLMICs in indexed journals cannot be attributed solely to lower quality of the submitted articles. Another possible reason is editorial bias against LLMIC authors by journal editors, editorial boards, and publishers from high-income countries [1] . As the official language of major journals is English, there is a significant language barrier for some LLMIC researchers whose primary language is not English. Poorly edited manuscripts are hardly likely to be accepted in high-impact journals, and professional English editing services may not be affordable for LLMIC researchers.
The Journal of Anesthesia (JA) is an official journal of the Japanese Society of Anesthesiologists. JA was launched in 1987 in order to provide a forum where new trends in * Norifumi Kuratani nori-kuratani@umin.ac.jp exposure and neurocognitive function in humans and identified a modestly elevated risk of neurodevelopmental disorders in children near 3 years of age [5] . As the safety of childhood anesthesia exposure in terms of neurodevelopment remains a highly controversial topic, the result of this meta-analysis has since been widely cited in the medical literature. At the writing of this editorial, six articles published in 2015 from Asian countries other than Japan [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] have been cited more than 5 times each. JA has thus served as a bridge between Asia and the global anesthesia community. 2016 marked the 30th anniversary of JA's founding. Our mission over the next decade should include this task of connecting Asian anesthesiologists with the wider world, to inspire further development in our field and bring great benefits to every aspect of anesthesiology in Asia [2] . 
